The Chimes

February 8, 2011

Saint Paul’s Worship Schedule

Sunday

9:00 am: Holy Communion

First Sunday of month: Family Worship

(service designed with children in mind);
Remaining Sundays: service concurrent with Sunday School

10:45 am: Holy Communion
Traditional litnrgy

Saint Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
415 E. Athens Ave., Ardmore, PA 19003
The Rev. Dr. Harry W. McDowell II, Pastor
610-642-3211 610-658-3262 (fax)

www.stpaulsardmore.org




(sh Wednesday
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Saup &L bread luncheon
11:00 am
in Fellowship Fall

Foly Communion &
Impasition of Ushes
12:00 noen &£ 7:00 pm

Please join us.

Chimes publication

information

The Chimes, the newsletter of Saint Paul’'s Evangelical Lutheran Church, is
published monthly for the inspiration, education and entertainment of its
members and friends. Comments and suggestions are welcome. Just mail, e-
mail or deliver them to the church office.

The next issue of The Chimes will be published on Tuesday, March 8. Your
articles are due in the office no later than noon on Tuesday, March 1. Thank
you!



Thoughts from the Pastor

Dear Friends:

While Lent does not begin this year until Ash Wednesday, March 9, | wanted to give you a
preview of our Wednesday Evening Lenten Series. The theme of this year’s journey is ...

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:5)

“In Christian literature, light is a metaphor for God'’s very self and for all that is related to
God: creation, the word, Christ, salvation, and the baptized life...”
(from “Treasures Old and New” by Gail Ramshaw)

Our schedule of preachers will be...

Wednesday, March 16 - The Reverend Dr. Karyn Wiseman
Assistant Professor of Homelitics (preaching) at the Philadelphia Seminary

Wednesday, March 23 - Chaplain Sanford Groff
Associate Chaplain at St. Paul’s School, Brooklandville, MD, and a son of our
congregation

Wednesday, March 30 - The Reverend Dr. J. Barrie Shepherd
Former pastor of Swarthmore Presbyterian Church and well-known poet, writer,
speaker, and the author of 17 books

Wednesday, April 6 - The Reverend Dr. James Pollard
Pastor of Zion Baptist Church, Ardmore

Wednesday , April 13 - “Light in Deepest Night”
a Lenten meditation based on the writings of Julian of Norwich, presented by the choirs
of St. Paul’s Church

| developed this theme based on the final Wednesday’s presentation by our choirs, “Light
in Deepest Darkness.” This will be a wonderful and stirring conclusion to our 2011 Lenten
Series. More details about the preachers will appear in the March issue of “The Chimes.”

In Christ,

Do o Yt

Pastor Skip McDowell



Death

Cynthia Smith died on January 25, 2011. We pray for Cynthia’s family and
thank God for her life and the promise of the Resurrection.

Birth

Congratulations to Irma Payan and Grady Walters on the birth of their son,
Grady Lucien Walters, on January 23, 2011. We rejoice with Irma and Grady
and pray for God’s blessings on their family.

Baptisms

Wesley Madden Jones, son of Angela and Christopher Jones, was baptized on
January 30.

Anna Catherine McGuire, daughter of Kristen and Dylan McGuire, was
baptized on January 30.

Change of Address

Sarah Curtin
343 Lancaster Ave., Apt. 2
Haverford, PA 19041-1554

James, Kristin, Sarah & Benjamin Hasson (address correction)
708 7t Avenue
Folsom, PA 19033-1101

Prayers

Please pray for our men and women in the armed services, especially
Michael Burns (son of Linda & Bob Burns); Christopher Crowell (son-in-law
of Linda Martin); Elizabeth Hernandez (friend of Nicole Barron); and Brandon
Mader (son of Amy Black).



Prayers are also requested for: Charline Allen (friend of Linda Stanton);
Miranda Bagent (friend of Beth McElvenney); Fred Bergner (friend of Mark
Muller); Betsy Buchanan; Bill Buchanan; Chatlotte Conybear; Beth Kramer
(niece of Barbara Dieter); Kenneth Losey (stepfather of Kim Schumacher);
Maria Marlowe (friend of Barbara Keyser); Chris Marshall (friend of Erin
Denman); John Messer (friend of Claudia Muller); Bonnie Rayer (mother of
Lisa McCabe); Alicia Rossi (friend of Vicki & Jason Sack); John Tintera; Barbara
(friend of Lisa & Dan McCabe); Bonnie C.; Frank (friend of Elaine Stellwagen);
Joan (friend of Barbara Curtin); Khaya, Brian & Kristen (missionary
acquaintances of Bryan Jones); and Sue (friend of Jane Knappe).

Thank You

(8t Paul’s Interfaith Hospitality Network [ITHNY] coordinator, Beth McElvenney, sent the
Sfollowing Thank You to St. Paul’s volunteers.)

What fun it was bringing a little summer sunshine and love into the
lives of three families on Monday, January 315t at St. Mary’s in
Ardmore.

Imagine coming home from a long day and having someone there to feed your
baby so you can have 10 minutes of down time before eating dinner and going
to class. What a blessing Christine was to that mom.

Imagine hearing your kids having fun playing while you’re in class . . . . Thanks
Gale family for sharing your time and toys.

Imagine having a summer picnic dinner (sliders, hot dogs, chicken, deviled eggs,
pasta salad, lemonade) in between snow storms. We even had brownie sundaes
with Paula Dean’s homemade snow ice cream. Thanks, Helene, for grilling the

hot dogs—they were so much better than boiled ones.

Imagine you sharing your blessings with families who don’t have a place to call
home . ... You can on April 25, July 18 and/or October 10. Contact Beth
McElvenney (610-853-2444) for more information about IHN.

New Members Class

The next new members class and luncheon will be held on Sunday, February
13, following 10:45 am worship. If you would like to attend, please register with
the church office (610-642-3211 or millie@stpaulsardmore.org). New members
will be received on Sunday, February 20. Questions? Please see Pastor
McDowell or email him at pastormcdowell@stpaulsardmore.org.
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An Exciting Opportunity to Keep the Music Alive!

As you should know by now, St. Paul’s magnificent organ has been serving our
congregation for over 50 years. Although significant restoration has been done
since 2003 under the direction of our Music Director, Andy Heller, the organ
windchests are still playing on the original pipe-valve leather pouches, which are
now at or past the end of their expected life and consequently must be replaced
before the organ begins to malfunction. The cost of this project is somewhere
between $84,000 and $85,000. To date we have raised $13, 627.24 through money
taken in at last year's talent show and through outright gifts.

Here’s the really exciting news: an anonymous donor has made a generous offer
to match every dollar up to $10,000 that is donated by June 30, 2011. If we can
match every one of those 10,000 dollars, all of you who are proficient in higher math
can calculate that we will have added $20,000 to our total by the end of June!

Every dollar given will bring us closer to our goal, so please remember Paul’s
admonition that “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7) and consider making
a gift to help preserve the organ and allow us to continue worshiping God with
beautiful music.

Barbara Keyser
Chair, Worship and Music Committee

Gifts of Flowers for the Altar

Consider becoming a weekly or monthly sponsor of altar flowers for Sunday morning
worship. The cost of the flowers is $25 per week, $100 or $125 per month. A sign-up
chart for sponsoring altar flowers is available in Fellowship Hall, or you may call Dottie
Buchanan at 610-789-8092 to make your request. Once you have signed up, you will
receive confirmation of your sponsorship and information about how to make your
payment. The dedication(s) for your flowers will be published in the appropriate Sunday
bulletin(s).



Saint Paul’s

Youth in Actiof

% MICHAEL CASSIDY, GEOGRAPHY BEE FINALIST

Michael Cassidy, a sixth grader at Haverford Middle School, was the second
place winner of the National Geographic Society’s Geography Bee recently held
at his school. There are about 1300
sixth through eighth graders in the
school, and only 3| answered seven
questions correctly to get to the
semifinals. Michael was one of the ten
students to make it to the finals. It was
a tough race to the finish, but Michael
persevered, taking second place (the
boy Michael beat for the championship
last year, won first place this year).
Michael was also one of the three
winners in the whole school who tied
for the most correct answers in the
daily geography question contest. Way
to go, Michael!

% SHANNON MORAN, VENTURING CREW AWARD WINNER

Shannon Moran, age |5, received
the Religious Life Bronze Award at
a Venturing Court of Honor
ceremony on January 12. Shannon
is a member of Venturing Crew
176, which meets in Ardmore and
is sponsored by the Narberth
Fourth of July Committee. Her
active involvement as a volunteer
at St. Paul’s for a number of years
meant that she had met many of
the conditions for the award
before she actively began working
on the requirements. Shannon




teaches Sunday School at St. Paul’s, she frequently serves as an acolyte and
communion assistant for Sunday services, she has helped with Vacation Bible
School, and she deepened her knowledge of the role of a pastor by
interviewing Pastor Skip McDowell about his background and work. Shannon
has also spent time learning about cultural diversity, and has taken courses in
First Aid and CPR. Congratulations, Shannon!

The Venturing Bronze Award program is designed to provide a pathway to
many different experiences. In addition to Religious Life, youth can work to
earn the Bronze Award in the following categories: Arts & Hobbies, Outdoor
Skills, Sea Scout, and Sports. If you would like to learn more about Venturing
Crew, visit www.crew|76.ors.

Stephen Ministry — Meeting the Needs of People

There are times when each of us needs the care of another person . . .
a Christian friend . . . a Stephen Minister. If you are dealing with any of
the following challenges in your life, please contact us so that we can

help:
= Serious illness—you or a loved one w

= Moving into or out of our community

= Grieving a death or serious loss ®
®=  Homebound and institutionalized

= Prisoners, ex-offenders and their families
®" Injob crisis

= Aging and elderly

= Disabled (and their families)

= Needing the support of a Christian friend
= Facing life transitions

= Separated or divorced

= Experiencing birth or adoption

®  |n spiritual crisis

A

If you or someone you know is facing any of these challenges, please contact Pastor Skip
McDowell (610-642-3211) or a Stephen Leader: Beth McElvenney (610-853-2444) or
Hazel Pelletreau (610-284-6835). We have trained Stephen Ministers who WANT TO
HELP.

Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ. Galatians 6:2



Innovation at St. Paul’s

Dear Friends,

Each week St. Paul’s offers many opportunities to assist in worship and give life to
the Lutheran principle of the “priesthood of all believers.” Communion assistants,
acolytes, ushers, greeters, flower deliverers and others are a vital part of our
weekly services.

Altogether, close to 150 members volunteer
for these ministries on a regular basis!

Scheduling all of these volunteers is an important and complex activity. To make
this process smoother, the Worship and Music Committee, after lengthy study and
reflection, has decided to adopt a commercial software package specifically designed
for this purpose.

isa
web-based system that automatically builds
equitable schedules for service participants,
taking into account family groupings,
preferred service frequencies, vacation
dates, and all manner of other constraints.

For those with access to a computer, MSP provides an online calendar and makes it
easy (just a few clicks!) to request a substitute when plans change.

We will begin using MSP in February 201 1. Instructions on using the system will be
emailed to those volunteers who have provided an email address. For volunteers
without computers, we will continue to mail printed schedules as we have always
done. If you have specific dates when you prefer to serve, dates when you are not
available, or any other constraints, we will be more than happy to take these into
account, as always. The easiest way to inform us of these is to send an email to
Millie Parker, church secretary, millie@stpaulsardmore.org, or call the church
office, (610) 642-3211. (more »)




We hope that this system will work well for our congregation. Over 1400
churches have adopted MSP, and in a survey, 96% of respondents felt that the
software made it easier to volunteer at their church. For those who do assist in
our weekly ministries, we ask you to give us feedback on the new system, whether
positive or negative. And for those who do not yet assist regularly, but would like
to, we would be delighted to help you find a ministry that will help you to deepen
your faith practice and worship.

For the Worship and Music Committee,
lan Hagemann
ian.hagemann@gmail.com

Still
St. Paul’s , Got Talent!

Last year was such a great success;
Should we do it again? The answer's yes!

The big reprise comes on the 5" of June,
So start right now to practice your tune

Or your bells or your magic or whatever you've got;
We don't care if it's professional or not.

Dinner will precede the talent show,
A great chance to eat hearty: your stomach will grow!

All proceeds will be used for organ repair,
So if you missed out last year*—you'd better be there!
(*Or even if you didnt)

More details will soon be on the way.
Get ready to join in a really fun day.
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Manna

a Philabundance program
Change for Change

Don’t be alarmed if you see your ten year-old carrying a
baby bottle or see large baby bottles appearing at Saint
Paul’s.

As a Lenten service project, Social Ministry and the
Sunday School children are teaming up to collect spare
change (and bills!) for BabyManna.

- Children and adults are invited to take home
. a baby bottle and fill it with change. When

s s | it'sfull bring it back to church and empty it
: /* into one of the giant baby bottles in the
poy | we narthex or Parish Hall. You can take it home

A ¥ again and keep refilling it with your spare
change. We will be collecting until Mother's
Day, Sunday, May 8th.

>

BabyManna is Philabundance’s formula for
addressing the needs of at-risk infants throughout
the Delaware Valley. Struggling families are often
JSorced to water down formula, start introducing
solid foods too soon or make other adjustments
because of limited resources. BabyManna ensures
that more babies have the opportunity for proper
nutrition at the most critical development time of
their lives.

ma=mX» 0w

-
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As we approach Lent, please consider the many ways
God has blessed you and consider contributing your
pocket change to make a change in the lives of our most
vulnerable neighbors.
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Senior Friends

Tuesday, February 15
|2 noon in Fellowship Hall

Please register with the church office if you plan to attend:
610-642-3211

Wotmen’s dihner

Tuesday, February 15 at 6:00 pm
Buca di Beppo in Wynnewood
260 E. Lancaster Avenhue

Cost: $20 per person

Please contact Barbara Curtin if you plan to attend:
610-896-7365 or curtinbarb@aol.com

12




“Raising Dough”™—
A Path to Inspirational Giving

“Raising Dough” introduces gift planning concepts and opportunities in a recipe format. These
opportunities range from gifts during your lifetime to gifts made at or after death. This is the
eighth in a year-long series of recipes for inspirational giving that the Stewardship Committee is
presenting each month in “The Chimes.” Feel free to contact either Carol Hammarberg or Don
Parman if you would like to receive the complete “recipe box” to see which opportunities might
best fit your individual situation. Individual counseling through professional advisors is available
at no cost if you have questions.

Month 8 — IRA Gift

Dick was a trustee of a Lutheran ministry. Mindful of 1 Corinthians 16:2 he had saved money in
an IRA. When he heard about the IRA provision of the Pension Reform Act of 2006, he acted.
For the first time, people who were 70% could give part (up to $100,000) of their IRA directly to
charity. In the past, IRA owners had to withdraw funds first and pay federal and state taxes.
Now Dick could instruct his IRA custodian to send a gift directly to the agency. The withdrawal
would offset his “minimum required distribution” reducing his usual taxable income. In IRS
parlance it is called a “qualified charitable distribution.” Because the gift would be made from a
tax deferred account, Dick could not itemize the amount as a charitable contribution. This
method of giving was allowed in 2006 and 2007 and has been extended by Congress.

The Recipe

Ingredient:
++ Traditional or Roth IRA owned by a person 70% or older

Tool Needed:
«»+ Distribution form from IRA trustee

% Immediate gift to public charity—up to $100,000
% Gift offsets required minimum distribution, reducing taxable income
« Estate is reduced for tax purposes

% None (more P>)
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“On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum
of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when | come
no collections will have to be made.”

(1 Corinthians 16:2)

March Birthdays

Joan Newhouse, Katrina Riggs

Devon Harris, Trinh Tran

David Miller

Patricia Erdos, John Thomas

Lorraine Gricevics, Jeanne Nelson

Roberta Hoose

Donna Carstens, Kevin Heym

Elizabeth Lucas, Kelly Mazzanobile

Kai Isenberg, Christine Jerpbak

Robert Dougherty, Kimberly Schumacher

Susan Osborne, Jennifer Stahl

Paul Moock, Jr.

Katie Bode

Christine Fritton

Mark Foust, Alex Norquist, Matt Schnaath, Shirley Zimmer
Shane Boston, Michael Burns, Sarah Curtin, David Wilson, Jr.
Karl Schneider, Thomas Stellwagen IV

Judi DellaBadia

Kristin Carroll, Pastor Skip McDowell

Colleen Kolb

Andreas Gustafsson, Hanna Gustafsson, James Stetler
Laura Balcer, Gail Feustel, Michelle Perry

Caleigh Foust, William Wagner

Kirstin Copeland

James Hasson

Abigail Frey

Lorie Foust

Christine Cannon, Carolyn Stellwagen

Eric Lau, Brendan Miller, Elaine Stellwagen

LWWMPDLDMPDMPDMNPDMNDMNDMNPDMNDDMNOND = = =
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st. Paul's Women's Retreqy
« day & Saturday, February 18- Zo

Topic:
A Love Affair with God: Experiencing the Holy
through the Lives of Women Mystics

The word “mystic” describes, in part, the personal encounter of an individual with the deep
and unfathomable Mystery of God. What would it be like to experience a vision of God, or to
have God visit you in person? What if God were to give a direct response to your prayer? In
this discussion, participants will be introduced to the life stories of faithful women from
different periods of history, who describe their real-life experience of coming face-to-face with
God.

Retreat Leader: Pastor Leslie M. Richard

Pastor Richard is an ordained pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, with a
call to Spiritual Direction. She is a member of Spiritual Directors International and is a
member of St. Matthew Lutheran Church of Springfield, Delaware County, PA.

Location: Franciscan Spiritual Center, Aston, PA

Cost: $80 per person

Price includes Friday night accommodations, Saturday breakfast and lunch, facility use and
the retreat leader’s expenses.

Schedule:

Friday evening—program introduction and fellowship; Saturday, 9 am — 3 pm. For more
information contact: Diane Pringle (dianep @ design.upenn.edu)

Sign up by Friday, February 11!

Register via email to Diane or Millie Parker (millie @ stpaulsardmore.org). Make checks
payable to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church; include “Women’s Retreat” on the memo line.
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For kids in 3rd through 8t grade

Where: Bear Creek Lutheran Camp, Bear Creek, Pa.

When: Friday, March 4 to Sunday, March 6

Depart: Campers & adult chaperones leave St. Paul's 4:00 pm Friday
Return: Arrive back at St. Paul's 11 am Sunday

Cost: $70 per camper, includes:

3 Food
Lodging (heated cabins w. separate boy/girl facilities)
Transportation to & from St. Paul’s
RSVP to the church office (610-642-3211) or Bill & Barb Henderson
(610-642-3953 or barbhenderson @comcast.net).

PLEASE RESERVE YOUR SPACE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!
Scholarships are available—contact Pastor McDowell.

o 6 & O & o

Families w. Young Children
Magic Show with Poly, the World’s Greatest Magician!
Tuesday, February 8, 6 — 7:30 pm
Fellowship Hall

Pizza will be served.
Families, please bring the following items: A — M (desserts); N —Z (side dishes).
Please register with the church office (610-642-3211 or millie @ stpaulsardmore.org).
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MARCH CALENDAR

Tuesday, March 1
12:00 noon

7:00 pm
Thursday, March 3
9:00-11:15am
1:00 - 2:30 pm
6:30 pm

7:30 pm

Friday, March 4
4:00 pm

Saturday, March 5
8:30 am

Sunday, March 6
8:40 am

9:00 am

10:45 am

11:00 am

7:00 pm
Tuesday, March 8
TBA

6:00 — 7:30 pm

7:00 pm

11:00 am

11:00 am

12:00 noon

7:00 pm

Thursday, March 10
9:00-11:15am
1:00 - 2:30 pm
6:30 pm

7:15 pm

7:30 pm

Saturday, March 12
8:30 am

Sunday, March 13
8:40 am

9:00 am

9:00 am

10:45 am

Deadline for March Chimes
AA/Meeting Room

Community Bible Study/throughout church
Women'’s Christian Fellowship/Kugler Room
Children’s choir rehearsal

Adult choir rehearsal

Campers & chaperones leave St. Paul’s for Bear
Creek Lutheran Camp

Men’s Bible Study/Kugler Room

Matins choir warm-up

Holy Communion (Family Worship—no Sunday
School)

Holy Communion

Campers & chaperones return from Bear Creek
Youth choir rehearsal

March Chimes published

Families w. Young Children Mardi Gras party /
Fellowship Hall
AA/Meeting Room

Wednesday, March 9—Ash Wednesday

Soup & bread luncheon/Fellowship Hall
Senior Friends Lenten luncheon/Fellowship Hall
Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes
Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes

Community Bible Study / throughout church
Women’s Christian Fellowship/Kugler Room
Children’s choir rehearsal

Council Meeting/Kugler Room

Adult choir rehearsal

Men’s Bible Study/Kugler Room

Matins choir warm-up
Sunday School

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
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7:00 pm Youth choir rehearsal
Tuesday, March 15

7:00 pm
Wednesday, March 16
6:00 pm Soup & bread supper/Fellowship Hall

AA/Meeting Room

7:00 pm Holy Communion—Guest preacher:The Rev. Dr.
Karyn Wiseman

Thursday, March 17

9:00-11:15am Community Bible Study/throughout church
1:00 - 2:30 pm Women'’s Christian Fellowship/Kugler Room
6:30 pm Children’s choir rehearsal

7:30 pm Adult choir rehearsal

Saturday, March 19

8:30 am Men’s Bible Study/Kugler Room

Sunday, March 20

8:40 am Matins Choir warm-up

9:00 am Sunday School

9:00 am Holy Communion

10:45 am Holy Communion

TBA Cooking for the hungry / St. Paul’s bsmt. kitchen
Tuesday, March 22

6:00 - 8:00 pm Animas/Kugler Room

7:00 pm
Wednesday, March 23
6:00 pm Soup & bread supper/Fellowship Hall

AA/Meeting Room

7:00 pm Holy Communion—Guest preacher: Chaplain
Sanford Groff

Thursday, March 24

9:00-11:15am Community Bible Study/throughout church
1:00 - 2:30 pm Women'’s Christian Fellowship/Kugler Room
6:30 pm Children’s choir rehearsal

7:30 pm Adult choir rehearsal

Saturday, March 26

8:30 am Men’s Bible Study/Kugler Room

Sunday, March 27

8:40 am Matins choir warm-up

9:00 am Sunday School

9:00 am Holy Communion

10:45 am Holy Communion

Tuesday, March 29

12:00 noon Deadline for April Chimes

7:00 pm
Wednesday, March 30
6:00 pm Soup & bread supper/Fellowship Hall

AA/Meeting Room

7:00 pm Holy Communion—Guest preacher: The Rev. Dr.
J. Barrie Shepherd
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Thursday, March 31

9:00-11:15am Community Bible Study/throughout church
1:00 - 2:30 pm Women's Christian Fellowship/Kugler Room
6:30 pm Children’s choir rehearsal

7:30 pm Adult choir rehearsal

® ¢ o o6 ¢ 9

(]
SAVE THE DATE!

Families with Young Children
Mardi Gras Party!

‘© . Tuesday, March 8
N4 6:00-7:30 p

)

% Fellowship Hall

L)
2

(Check upcoming Sunday bulletins
for additional details.)

Free-will offering
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