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It happens every year like clockwork.  Offerings go down in the summer months 
as surely as temperatures go up. 
 
If you are going away on vacation, please remember your church: 
 

 
 1.   Consider mailing your offering to Saint Paul’s church office; OR 
 2.   Deliver your envelope offering(s) in advance; OR 
  3.   Bring your envelopes from past weeks to church as soon as you 
        return. 
 

 
Although many of us go away during the summer, the many fixed costs 
associated with running a church remain—costs such as staff salaries, utilities, 
property maintenance, synod benevolence and office supplies. 
 
Your commitment and faithful offerings are much appreciated during the 
summer months.  Please help your church reverse the annual decline in giving 
as everyone goes off on vacation.  Give to Saint Paul’s regularly. 
 
��	����������	��	������
����
��������������� � ��������
�������
	


���	��� . 
 
 

�       �       �       �       �       �  
 
 
The Chimes, the newsletter of Saint Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, is published monthly 
for the inspiration, education and entertainment of its members and friends. Comments and 
suggestions are welcome.  Just mail, e-mail or deliver them to the church office.  
 
The next issue of The Chimes will be published on Thursday, September 6.  Your articles are 
due in the office no later than noon on Thursday, August 30.  Thank you!                                                       
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   Thoughts from the Pastor 
       
 
         
 
 

 
If your house is anything like mine, you have a variety of screens scattered throughout.  First, there 
are the TV screens.  One study indicates that the average American household has four TVs.  Our 
household has two and neither is a flat screen or plasma TV.  (My children will tell you how horribly 
“wrong” that is.)  Then there are computers, TV / play-systems (GameCube, PlayStation, Wii), and  
hand-held game systems (Game Boy, DS, and PS2), adored by children and teens.  Adults have 
their own screen addictions—consider the BlackBerry and video-playing cell phone—and of course 
adults love computers, too.  Men, women, boys, girls, young and old—we all enjoy our screens in 
one form or another. 
 
There has been a lot of “screen time” in my home this summer.  I’m willing to admit it because many 
of you have sheepishly confessed that your home is no different.  To combat this problem, some 
parents have instituted “screen-outs”—a few hours a day when all screens are turned off.  The 
scenario that follows is all too familiar: the kids saying “I’m bored” and the parents responding with 
“read a book, go outside and play ball, play a card game, . . . .”  Clearly there are other choices—
tons of choices—that we and our kids could be making.   
 
In a few weeks, our children will be going back to school.  As with all new beginnings, there will be 
many opportunities for making new choices.  Luther spoke often of the “freedom of the will,” which  
brings with it, however, the responsibility of choice.  How we make choices and what we choose 
reflects our priorities and what we value.  The choices we make lead us forward or backward—they 
are important because they have consequences that affect our emotional and spiritual well-being. 
 
Each week we gather to reflect on God’s marvelous gift of life, and God’s courage to give us the 
power to choose.  At Saint Paul’s there will be many opportunities to exercise this power during the 
coming academic year.  It is our hope that you and your children will choose to take advantage of the 
opportunities for fellowship and service offered by this community of faith: join the choir, teach a 
class, participate in an education program, serve on a committee, lead in worship, prepare food for 
the hungry, support Saint Paul’s ministry with your financial gifts.  During this “new beginning” we all 
can strive to include God’s wisdom and God’s Spirit in our lives through the choices we make. 
 
God invites us to choose.  I hope you will: choose to live in the covenant of your baptism as God’s 
child; choose to be part of the fellowship of saints; choose to serve.   May God bless you this fall in 
all the new choices that you have ahead of you. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
Pastor Julie DeWerth 
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SEEKING GENTLY USED BEANIE BABIES 
 
 Do you, or someone you know, have one or more gently used Beanie Babies (or any 
 other small stuffed critters) you can donate to a good cause?  These items will be 
 distributed to children in Iraqi hospitals.   
 
 Please drop off your donations in the church office.  Lisa Lexa will collect the Beanie 

Babies/critters and ensure that they are delivered to her friend, Noriko Lovasz, who is 
organizing the collection and distribution effort.  The collection will continue until Labor 
Day. 
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 A 2007 sign-up chart for sponsoring altar flowers for Sunday morning worship is available  
 in the narthex.  Flowers are needed for the following Sundays: September 2, 

 September 16, and every Sunday in October.  The cost of the flowers is $25.00.  
 Once you have signed up, you will receive confirmation of your sponsorship and information 
 about how to make your payment. 
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Mediator Lutheran Church 
 (Saint Paul’s partner congregation) 
2832 North 28th Street, Philadelphia 

 
Invites you to a Celebration and Jubilation for 

Pastor Tim Poston’s 
10th Pastoral Anniversary, 1997 – 2007 

 
 

�   Two Day Revival: September 11 & 12 
 Guest Preachers at 7:00 pm services 

 
�   Pastoral Anniversary Banquet 

Saturday, September 15 at 1:00 pm 
Brossman Center, Lutheran Theological Seminary 
Guest Preacher:  The Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba,  

Asst. to the Bishop for Evangelical Outreach, SEPA Synod 
 

�   Sunday September 16 at 11:00 am 
Guest Preacher: The Rev. Skip Wachsmann 

 
 

For information / reservations, call 215-226-0167, ext. # 1 
(Please contact Pastor Julie if you plan to attend) 
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 SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 
 
Saturday, September 1 
 8:30 am Men’s Bible study/Kugler Room 
Sunday, September 2    
 9:30 am  Holy Communion  
12:30 – 5:30 pm  Grace Covenant Church at Saint Paul’s 
Monday, September 3 Office Closed (Labor Day) 
Tuesday, September 4 
 1:30 pm Miriam Circle/Meeting Room 
 7:00 pm    AA/Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday, September 5. 
 7:00 pm    Holy Communion 
 7:15 pm    Council/Kugler Room 
Thursday, September 6 
12:30 pm Prepare September Chimes for mailing 
 6:30 pm Children’s choir rehearsal 
 7:15 pm Council meeting/Kugler Room 
 7:30 pm Adult choir rehearsal 
Saturday, September 8 
 8:30 am    Men’s Bible study/Kugler Room 
Sunday, September 9 – Rally Day 
 8:40 am  Matins choir warm-up 
 9:30 am Holy Communion – Rally Day picnic following worship 

service 
12:30 - 5:30 pm Grace Covenant Church at Saint Paul’s 
 7:00 pm Youth choir rehearsal 
Tuesday, September 11 
7:00 pm AA/Fellowship Hall  
Wednesday, September 12 
7:00 pm Holy Communion  
Thursday, September 13 
6:30 pm Children’s choir rehearsal 
7:30 pm Adult choir rehearsal 
Saturday, September 15 
 8:30 am    Men’s Bible study/Kugler Room 
Sunday, September 16 – Resume two morning worship services 
 8:40 am    Matins choir warm-up 
 9:00 am    Holy Communion 
10:30 am Holy Communion – New members class & luncheon 

following worship service 
12:30 – 5:30 pm   Grace Covenant Church at Saint Paul’s 
 7:00 pm    Youth choir rehearsal 
Tuesday, September 18 
 7:00 pm    AA/Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday, September 19   
 7:00 pm  Holy Communion – Healing Service 
Thursday, September 20 
 6:30 pm    Children’s choir rehearsal 
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 7:30 pm    Adult choir rehearsal 
Saturday, September 22 
 8:30 am    Men’s Bible study/Kugler Room 
Sunday, September 23 
 8:40 am    Matins choir warm-up 
 9:00 am    Holy Communion 
10:30 am Holy Communion – New members received into 

church 
12:30 – 5:30 pm Grace Covenant Church at Saint Paul’s 
 4:00 – 7:00 pm Grace Covenant Church/Kugler Room 
 7:00 pm Youth choir rehearsal 
Tuesday, September 25 
 6:00 pm – 9:30 pm Grace Covenant Church/Kugler Room 
 7:00 pm    AA/Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday, September 26 
 7:00 pm    Holy Communion 
 7:45 pm  Christian Education/3rd floor front room 
 Evangelism/Meeting Room    
 Parish Activities/Kugler Room 
  Social Ministry/Volunteer Room  
  Stewardship/Fellowship Hall 
  Worship & Music/Choir Room 
Thursday, September 27 
 6:30 pm    Children’s choir rehearsal 
 7:30 pm    Adult choir rehearsal 
Saturday, September 29 
 8:30 am    Men’s Bible study/Kugler Room 
Sunday, September 30 
 8:40 am    Matins choir warm-up 
 9:00 am    Holy Communion 
10:30 am    Holy Communion 
12:30 – 5:30 pm   Grace Covenant Church at St. Paul’s 
 7:00 pm     Youth choir rehearsal  
�
�
�
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